INWARDLEIGH PARISH COUNCIL. www.Inwardleigh.org

Clerk to the council: clerk@inwardleigh.org

Draft Minutes from the meeting of Inwardleigh Parish Council held on
Wednesday 21st January 2026 at Folly Gate Parish Hall.

In attendance: Clir. King Cllr. Dennis Clir. lons
Clir. Piddington Cllr. Timms Cllr. Hooper
WDBC Leach WDBC Dexter 0 Parishioners

Clerk: Mrs. Clarke
Minutes.

01/01/25 Apologies for absence were received from ClIr King and Clir Hooper. Due to the absence the
vice chair held the meeting.

02/01/25 There were no declarations of interest for items on the agenda.
03/01/25 There was no public participation period

04/01/25 Reports from Councillors: ClIr Dexter and ClIr Leech. Reports were circulated in advance.
Discussion centred on the achievement of a balanced budget despite a difficult financial climate and a
perceived national shift in funding away from rural districts. Concern was raised regarding long-term
sustainability and the fact that West Devon has the highest average council tax band in Devon. A 3%
annual council tax rise was deemed necessary. Report will be placed online.

05/01/25 Minutes of the last meeting of Wednesday 26th November 2025 to be approved and signed.

06/01/25 Matters Arising:
6.1- Shed Removal update from Village Hall Committee It was confirmed who the keyholders
hold are for the necessary keys to the shed. Work will be organised once the weather
improves.
6.2 - Policy reviews Health & Safety The clerk presented an amended Health and Safety policy
to correct a previous error. It was noted that the document does not require a formal signature
for online publication to prevent fraud.
6.3 Grants - The council reaffirmed its previous decision regarding grant amounts, noting that
budget allocations cannot be altered mid-cycle. Payments made in March will fall within the
current financial year.
6.4 Solar Lights- Defib The council approved the purchase of a solar-powered light for the
defibrillator for £49, with installation to be handled by the clerk and/or volunteers. Proposed
by ClIr Dennis and seconded by ClIr Piddington

07/01/25 Updates on matters from the last meeting were discussed.

08/01/25 Planning - Discussions took place regarding reforms to the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), with councillors noting the reduced local influence. Traffic concerns were raised
with regards to an application by Lidl seeking relocation.
8.1 - No New planning matters A minor alteration to a barn conversion was deemed
acceptable.
8.2 - Updates The council discussed "Toad’s Island," a derelict property attracting trespassers.
Regarding a property development, the council agreed to request the developer use the
historically accurate spelling "MUXY" for the new street name instead of "Moxies."
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09/01/25 Finance The clerk reported a current bank balance of £9,787.80. Documents were presented
for audit preparation, and bank re conciliations were provided.
9.1 - Payments for authorisation, HMRC, Salary etc were authorised. A dispute with the ICO
over a £12 discrepancy was discussed; it was agreed to pay the amount to resolve the matter
and return to direct debit payments.
9.2- Current Balances. The clerk confirmed the re conciliations and noted that several
documents
9.3 - Administrative update Under "Assertion 10," all councillors will be transitioned to official
parish council email addresses hosted through the council's website to ensure compliance.

10/01/25 Matters brought forward by the Chairman: The chair highlighted a safety hazard at Toad’s
Island where a fallen tree left a dangerous hole near the roadside; the clerk will contact the
owner/highways to ensure the treee is cut back and the hole is filled.

11/01/25 Matters brought forward by Councillors: Issues were raised regarding collapsed barriers
and road surface damage near Stockton River. Concerns were also voiced regarding ongoing fly-tipping
between Inwardleigh and Oak Cross.

12/01/25 Correspondence received/clerks report: Correspondence included a letter from a
parishioner regarding poor broadband; the council agreed to write to the Minister and Open reach to
advocate for better fibre access. Nominations for the Buckingham Palace garden party were also
noted.

13/01/25 Date of next meeting: 18th March 2026 at 7pm

14/01/25 The chair formally closed the meeting at 20:05



